
Changes in Economic Status
of Persons 60 and Older,

by Residence 
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Table 3—Poverty rates of the population 60 years and older by gender and rural-urban continuum code,
1980 and 1990
Poverty rates for older persons are highest for completely rural areas

Share of poor
All persons 60 years and older Women 60 years Men 60 years

60 years and older who are women and older and older
Rural-urban
continuum code 1980 1990 1980 1990 1980 1990 1980 1990

Percent

U.S. total 13.5 12.0 68.7 70.9 16.1 14.8 9.9 8.3

Metro:
1 million or more

population—
Central 10.3 9.8 71.2 71.9 12.6 12.1 7.1 6.6
Fringe 12.9 10.6 67.6 71.2 15.6 13.4 9.5 7.0

250,000 to
1 million 12.8 11.2 69.9 72.0 15.6 13.9 9.1 7.4
population

Less than
250,000
population 14.1 12.3 69.6 71.7 17.1 15.4 10.1 8.2

Nonmetro:
Urban population

of 20,000 or more—
Adjacent 14.9 12.8 68.2 70.9 17.8 16.0 11.0 8.7
Nonadjacent 16.9 15.0 67.8 70.0 20.2 18.4 12.6 10.5

Urban population
of 2,500-19,999—

Adjacent 20.0 17.4 66.0 68.9 23.5 21.1 15.6 12.5
Nonadjacent 20.7 18.5 65.4 68.5 24.1 22.2 16.4 13.5

Completely rural—
Adjacent 23.0 20.0 62.7 66.4 26.4 23.9 18.9 15.1
Nonadjacent 23.8 20.6 61.9 66.3 27.1 24.8 19.8 15.4

Source: Calculated by ERS from data from the Bureau of the Census, 1980 and 1990 Census STF4 files.
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Figure  4

Note:  Near-poor is an income of 100-149 percent of poverty level.

Poverty status of persons 60 years and older, by age and residence, 1997
Over half of nonmetro persons 85 years and older are poor or near-poor
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75 years and older

Older persons below the poverty level, by age, living arrangements, and residence, 1997
At each age, older persons living alone are about three times more likely to be poor than those who are married
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Source:  March 1998 Current Population Survey (CPS) data file.

Figure  6

Figure  7

Source:  March 1998 Current Population Survey (CPS) data file.

Women 60 years and older with household income less than $10,000, 1997

Persons 60 years and older whose household income is less than $10,000, 1997

About two-thirds of all women 60 and older have household incomes under $10,000

At more advanced ages, a larger share of elderly persons have household income under $10,000  
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