
Changes in the Population Age
60 and Older, by Age and

Residence
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The aging of the U.S. population is reflected in the increase in the median age, from 30 in 1980 to 34 in 1998

60 years and older 85 years and older

Residence Median Share of Share of 60-and-older
and year age Number total population Number population

Years Number Percent Number Percent
1980:

U.S. total 30.0 35,637,048 15.7 2,240,067 6.3
Metro 29.9 25,500,112 15.1 1,574,667 6.2
Nonmetro 30.1 10,136,936 17.7 665,400 6.6

1990:
U.S. total 32.9 41,857,998 16.8 3,080,165 7.4
Metro 32.6 31,002,048 16.1 2,233,652 7.2
Nonmetro 33.8 10,855,950 19.4 846,513 7.8

1998:1

U.S. total 34.0 42,145,000 15.7 2,928,000 6.9
Metro 34.0 32,465,000 15.0 2,252,000 6.9
Nonmetro 36.0 9,680,000 18.4 676,000 7.0

1Data set does not include the institutional population.
Source: Calculated by ERS from March 1998 Current Population Survey (CPS) data file, and 1980 and 1990 Census of Population,

General Population Characteristics, U.S. Summary.
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Older women as a percentage of the population by specific age group and residence, 1998
Figure 3

With advancing age, women constitute a larger share of the older population

Female share of population (percent) 
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 Metro

 *Counties with 15 percent or more inmigration of persons aged 60 and over, 1980-90.
Source: Rural Economy Division, Economic Research Service, USDA, using data from the Bureau of the Census.

Nonmetro retirement-destination counties, 1990*
Figure 2

Retirement-destination counties have grown rapidly since 1980


