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Abstract

Food and agriculture, more than ever, operate globally, with producers
and agribusiness people competing head on with foreign interests.  This
increasing integration of world financial markets means that national and
international monetary and fiscal policies directly affect U.S. agriculture.
New and diverse groups, such as consumer and environmental interests,
compete for policy agenda.  A broader range of congressional commit-
tees also deal with issues affecting agriculture.  And, a growing number
of government agencies promulgate rules, regulations, standards, and
programs involving agriculture and rural America.  These rules and regu-
lations are coming under increasing scrutiny by the food and agricultural
sector.  This report is a collection of front-burner policy issues focusing
on America’s food and agricultural industry and rural economy.  The
premise of this collection is that awareness and understanding improve
decisionmaking.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (braille, large
print, audio tape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of
Communications at (202) 720-5881 (voice) or (202) 720-7808
(TDD).

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC, 20250, or call
(202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD).  USDA is an
equal employment opportunity employer.


