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Abstract

This report opens with a look at legislation which provided the foundation
for commodity support programs and highlights legislation which revised and
supplemented the basic structure of these programs.  However, the main body
of this report is devoted to program provisions for 1961-90 crops of corn,
sorghum, barley, oats, wheat, rice, upland cotton, and extra-long staple
cotton which are presented in tables with extensive footnotes clarifying the
program specifics.

Keywords:  Policy database, crop support programs, parity price, support
price, target price, nonrecourse loan program, marketing quota, acreage
allotments, base acres, program acres, acreage diversion program, acreage
set-aside program, acreage reduction program, farmer-owned reserve, program
crops, corn, sorghum, barley, oats, wheat, rice, upland cotton, extra-long
staple cotton.

Acknowledgments

I wish to thank Orville Overboe, Randy Weber, Charles Cunningham, and James
Langley of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service and Mike
Price of the Economic Research Service for their assistance in the
compilation and review of policy provision details as presented in the tables
and footnotes; Suchada Langley, Milton Ericksen, and Paul Westcott of the
Economic Research Service for their reviews of the manuscript; and from the
Economics Management Staff, Linda Hatcher for her suggestions about
presentation and  table format, and editor, Thomas McDonald.

1301 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005-4788                                       March 1990



ii

Contents

List of Abbreviations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  iii

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1

The Evolution of Crop Support Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1
  Mandatory Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1
  Acreage Diversion Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    2
  Set-Aside Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3
  Target Prices  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3
  Farmer-Owned Reserve Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4
  Acreage Limitation Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4

Corn Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    5

Sorghum Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   17

Barley Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   29

Oats Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   41

Wheat Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   52

Rice Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   64

Upland Cotton Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   75

Extra-Long Staple Cotton Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   87

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101



iii

List of Abbreviations

--   = This provision not authorized by current legislation
c/    = Cents
$    = Dollars
%    = Percent
Ac   = Acre
Adj  = Adjustments to CCC sales price for value factors as determined
AF   = National allocation factor
Alt  = Farm allotment acres
Ba   = Bale
Bas  = Farm base acres
Bu   = Bushel
CC   = Carrying costs
CCC  = Commodity Credit Corporation
Cert = Certificate
Cwt  = Hundredweight
Def  = Deficiency payment
Div  = Farm diverted acres
Dom  = Farm domestic allotment
Lb   = Pound
mmt  = Million metric tons
PIK  = Farm PIK acres
Plt  = Farm planted acres
Pmt  = Farm permitted plantings acres
Prg  = Farm program acres
Vol  = Voluntary set-aside acres
Yld  = Farm normal or program yield




