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Checklist All proposals submitted under the Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program
(FANRP) must contain the applicable elements described in this brochure and should
be mailed by May 23, 2005. The following checklist has been prepared to assist in
ensuring that the proposal is complete and in the proper order prior to mailing:

v Application for Funding Cover Page

® s all required information accurate and complete?

® Has the Principal Investigator and the authorized organizational
representative signed the Cover Page?
Does one copy contain pen-and-ink signatures?
Have you included a telephone number, fax number, e-mail address where
a message may be left for you?

® Have you included the requested total fun: amount from the budget form?

v/ Table of Contents

®  Are page numbers included for

v Project Summary
® Has the Project Summa
° institut inci ighttor@md co-investigators

limitations, as specified?
e 1, as spes
schedmle or workplan of major steps of study?

iates, and other key project personnel (including subcontractors—see instructions)?
Are vitae current and pertinent?
e publications lists complete and limited to the last 5 years?

dgct (form ARS-455)
Are budget items complete?
Is the summary budget included?
Is the funding level total in line N within the stated limit of $300,000 for the
3-year duration of the project proposal?
® Is the budget duration within the stated limit of 3 years?

v/ Indirect Cost Rate Schedule
®  For reimbursement of indirect costs, is a copy included of the applicant’s indirect cost
rate schedule that reports the applicant’s federally negotiated audited rate?

v General
® Does the proposal conform to all format and page limitations and deadline requirements?
®  Are there an original and 12 copies?
® Are all copies complete?
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Overview Applications are invited for competitive grant and cooperative agreement awards from the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) for fiscal 2005. This document provides
background on the research areas of interest to the Food Assistance and Nutrition Research
Program (FANRP), application procedures, deadlines for submission, and guidance for the
application process.

USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) anticipates awarding approximately $1.5 million
in fiscal 2005 for competitive grants and cooperative agregments. ERS will accept proposals
under this program for funding levels, inclusive of indirecficost when applicable, between
$100,000 and $300,000 (for the duration of the grant a e cooperative agreement, not

to exceed 3 years). Parties interested in smallerggrants should*Consult the FANRP website at
http://www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/foodnutriti T;Wlnding.

Authority

The authority for this program is i Appfopriations Act, Fis-
cal 2005 (P.L. 108-447). Under t j vailab of funds, the Secre-
tary may award competitiye grant C i or the support of research
projects to further USD, rams, especially the Food Stamp
Program (FSP), Chil , National School Lunch, Sum-
mer Food Service, and C ram), and the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Prografigfor Wo gh (WIC). Proposals may be submitted by
any State ur gfuniversity, other research institution or

eral agency, pgdate ggganization, corporation, or individual.

egulations, and Guidelines
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Priority
Research
Areas

ERS is accepting proposals for support of high-priority research of importance to USDA’s
food assistance and nutrition programs in three research areas. Proposals should focus on
research and evaluation studies that have direct implications for USDA’s food and nutrition
assistance programs. Anticipated funding in fiscal 2005 for competitive grants and coopera-
tive agreements will be approximately $1.5 million.

The three Priority Research Areas listed below highlight the research priorities for which

ERS has determined that competitive grants or cooperativg agreements are appropriate. ERS
is especially interested in proposals that make use of existfag data, such as the Early Child-
hood Longitudinal Study-Birth Cohort (ECLS-B), the hildhood Longitudinal Study-
Kindergarten Cohort (ECLS-K), the Current Pogulation Survey (CPS), the Survey of Pro-
gram Dynamics (SPD), the Survey of Inco W Participation (SIPP), the Panel
Study of Income Dynamics (PSID), the Consu ey (CES), the National
Food Stamp Program Survey (NFSPS), (ATUS), or the

not meant to be exhaustive.

Applicants may propose riority Research Areas, but they

must provide pe

ta sets thagfdre available for food and nutrition assistance research at http://www.ers.
usda.gov/briefthg/f@odnutritionassistance/data.

Applicants maYaddress multiple issues, but must specify one of the three priority research
areas be

ahgthening Economic Incentives in Food Assistance Programs
ogram Incentives, Policy Choices, and Economic Impacts
B. Evaluating Program Effectiveness

II. Food Assistance as a Safety Net
A. Household Tradeoffs, Well-Being, and Competing Needs

III. Food Choices, Diet Quality, Obesity, and Health Outcomes
A. Food Choices of Low-Income Populations
B. Obesity, Health, and Developmental Outcomes
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l. Strengthening Economic Incentives in Food Assistance Programs

A. Program Incentives, Policy Choices, and Economic Impacts

Economics literature has a tradition of investigating how incentives affect the behavior of
economic and political agents. FANRP is interested in studies that draw on this tradition to
assess food assistance policy choices, participation behaviors, program effectiveness, and
program impacts on local, regional, and national economies.

Food Stamp Program (FSP) caseloads have been rising in recent years more rapidly than

would be expected based on macroeconomic factors along Coupled with recent declines in
the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) pro@ram, the caseload increase raises
questions about whether the FSP's role as a safety net 1s

ing. In the past, the program
acted as an automatic stabilizer for the macroeggnomy and as*additional income support to
clients receiving cash welfare. Have eligibleggdi anged the way they make partici-
pation decisions? If so, how important & i tors versygPpolicy choices? Studies
examining these issues as well as resear y the impaft of gte FSP on local and

regional economies are encourage

FANRP is also interested in stud inform the*upcomping 2007 reauthorization of
the FSP. These studies i nacted dring the last reauthoriza-
tion as well as resear

de assesStcnts of ref
i jects with timelines of 1 year
or less and using the mi

encouraged.

market , rather than regulatory rulemaking, to contain costs and/or
s' nutrition, and what are the tradeoffs? How does WIC affect partici-

@ (NSLP), what are the costs and benefits of establishing food-buying cooperatives,
directly contracting with farmers ("farm-to-school"), or using the U.S. Department of
Defense procurement system for purchasing fresh fruits and vegetables (DoD Fresh)?

B. Evaluating Program Effectiveness

FANRP is interested in evaluating program effectiveness by using experimentally designed
evaluations of demonstration projects or by taking advantage of opportunities for natural
experiments that allow examination of program effects or modifications. Opportunities for
natural experiments can be created by local variation in program eligibility, conditions
affecting access, or service delivery. To the extent that researchers have access to appropri-
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ate State or local data, examining the effects of local variations may provide insights into
program effectiveness and the factors that influence it. Examples include: State variations in
categorical eligibility for the FSP or adjunctive eligibility for WIC; differential State takeup
of FSP administrative options; local differences in WIC delivery of nutritional services and
breastfeeding promotion; and differing aspects of the school meals environment, such as
locally determined wellness policies and competitive foods. Effects of participation in the
Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) might be examined by comparing low-
income children who are on a waiting list for Head Start (or another CACFP-participating
child care organization) with enrolled participants.

Another area of interest is to develop practical outcome m@asures that do not rely (or do not
exclusively rely) on self-reporting. Evaluation strategies e school meal programs may

include the use of administrative data on food garchasing by school food services, point-of-
sale data in school meal programs, or digital Wﬁngs of plate waste. For the FSP
S .

or WIC, store scanner data may be a m

m, niors Farmers' Market
1st1ng or easily obtainable data.

Il. Food Assjstance

Safety
A. HOMQ s, Well- g, an peting Needs

s can create difficult choices among competing

Security Supplement, SPD, PSID, and the BLS Consumer Expenditure Survey—
nCco

FANRP is also interested in research on the dual constraints of time and income and the
tradeoffs made in low-income households. Understanding the tradeoffs these households
(particularly single-parent households) make in balancing work, child care, and household
tasks is important to food assistance programs in assessing benefit needs and understanding
participation decisions. Tradeoffs for time spent in food shopping, food preparation, eating,
and accessing food assistance are also pertinent. Likewise, understanding and comparing
activity levels and time-use patterns of low-income and higher income households could be
useful for obesity and nutrition research. Recent data from the ATUS is available to examine

some of these issues.
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lll. Food Choices, Diet Quality, Obesity, and Health Outcomes

A. Food Choices of Low-Income Populations

Little is known about how the different food assistance programs influence the food choices
of low-income populations. With the release of new expert nutrition recommendations, such
as the 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans, now is an opportune time to examine how
targeting and benefits of food assistance programs influence food choices of participating
individuals and households. It is also an opportune time to examine the implications for
achieving Federal dietary guidance objectives, such as increasing consumption of fruits,
vegetables, and whole grains. FANRP is interested in resd@rch to investigate how program
effects vary depending on the audience to which the is targeted; the form of bene-
fits offered (funds for food purchases; commodities; meals;Qmacks; or nutrition education);
eficial to be able to use FSP benefits to

or the flexibility of benefits. For example, is it

purchase almost all grocery items; should th
ready-to-eat meals or to allow for pay
they be restricted to purchases of specifi
assesses potential modifications
help low-income households and
in existing budget constrajgts.

n program benefits and consumer
g ra§earch on certain factors in explaining
lividuals, especially those that partici-
pate in foq
food sto

ndinal Sarvey-Birth Cohort (ECSL-B), and the Early Childhood Longitudinal Survey-
indergaften Cohort (ECLS-K).

FANRRP is also interested in research using longitudinal data that will shed light on the rela-
tionships between such variables as participation in food assistance programs, food security,
dietary behavior, and relevant lifestyle characteristics (e.g., physical activity) and such out-
comes as obesity, health, and academic and social development and achievement. Of partic-
ular interest are studies using longitudinal data from the ECLS-Kindergarten Cohort (ECLS-
K), the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY), and the Panel Study of Income
Dynamics (PSID).
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E"gib“ity The Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program (FANRP) may award competitive
Req uirements, grants or cooperative agreements under this announcement. Applicants need not specify
Award Types, the type of award in their proposal. FANRP reserves the right to determine the type of
and Indirect award. The type of award made for a selected proposal will be governed by the nature and

and Other

Costs indirect cost ERS will pay is governed by the type of award and the type of institution
receiving the award.

degree of involvement desired by FANRP in the project and the type of institution request-
ing funding (see “Authority,” page 1). In accordance with Federal statutes, the amount of

Proposals may be submitted by any State agricultural e ent station, college, university,
other research institution or organization, Fedegl, State, or cOunty agencies, private organi-
ed b

zation, corporation, or individual. Proposals on-United States organizations

will not be considered.

The research proposed must be spegifigg signed for ong,0 reedPriority Research

Areas described previously. Prop@sals ma§ inClude requeggs for ¢ ces that bring

together members of the interestd h community to 1
information, or advance g#? area of re

effort.

tify research needs, update
arch recog as an integral part of the research

Types of Awards

tive agreements will be awarded when the research
lvement between ERS and the investigator(s). There

and Other Costs

Federal statutes dictate the amount of indirect costs that ERS pays by type of award and
institution. In cooperative research agreements, ERS pays: no indirect costs to State cooper-
ative institutions (i.e., land-grant universities and their constituent schools and departments);
the negotiated indirect cost rate not to exceed 10 percent of total direct costs to nonprofit
institutions other than State cooperative institutions; and the negotiated indirect cost rate not
to exceed the audited rate of any federally recognized audit agency to other institutions. In
competitive grants and assistance-type cooperative agreements, ERS pays the negotiated
indirect cost rate not to exceed the audited rate of any federally recognized audit agency to
State cooperative institutions and institutions other than State cooperative institutions and
nonprofit institutions; and the negotiated indirect cost rate (no statutory limitation) to non-
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Peer profit institutions other than State cooperative institutions. For reimbursement of indirect

Review of costs, the applicant must include a copy of its indirect cost rate schedule with the applica-
App"ca_ tion. Tuition shall be treated as an allowable cost, subject to negotiation, where reimburse-
tions ment of such costs is not prohibited by law.

All proposals received will be acknowledged. If you do not receive an acknowledgment

within 30 days of the submission deadline, please contact the FANRP office at (202) 694-
5270 or e-mail: FANRP@ers.usda.gov. Prior to technical
will be made for responsiveness to the three Priority Reseich Areas (for example, relation-
ship of the proposal to one of the three research areas a

amination, a preliminary review

osed requirements).

Peer review panel me eir training and experience in rel-

evant research or tec following factors:

duCation and other relevant experience
an individual is engaged in relevant

ers experts from various areas of specialization with-
al fields;

experien

During'e peer &aluation process, extreme care will be taken to prevent any actual or
s of interest that may have an impact on review or evaluation. Names of

institutions and individuals, as well as proposal content and peer evaluations,
@pt confidential.
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Evaluation
Factors and
Criteria

The proposal evaluation process includes peer review panels consisting of experts from
academia, government, and the private sector. In addition to reviewers’ comments, FANRP’s
selection process considers coverage of priority research areas, overlap among proposals and
ongoing projects, program needs, potential benefits resulting from research collaborations
on particular projects, and the availability of funding.

The peer review panel will use the following criteria and weights to evaluate proposals (100
points total):
Research Merit of the Proposal (weight: 35 po

This criterion is used to assess the conceptual agequacy of the hypothesis or research ques-

tion, the clarity and delineation of objective

taking, and how the anticipated results w 1cy know)glige and the development

and implementation of programs. Backg ation shQ@fd begbrief for proposals that
address one of the topics describ e JustifiCation is needed for
a proposal with a nonlisted topic

hich the total budget adequately supports the project
luate if the workplan is reasonable and sufficient to

diion relates to the adequacy of the number and qualifications of the key persons
Y arry out the project.
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How To FANRP is using the Internet for primary distribution of information and application materi-

Obtain als for its Competitive Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program. Please note that this
Appll cation document, with a downloadable budget form, is available on the FANRP website at
. http://www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/foodnutritionassistance/funding. Photocopies of materials
Materials and the budget form (ARS-455) are acceptable. Paper copies may also be requested from:
Tina Terry
FANRP/ERS

1800 M Street, NW, Room N2129
Washington, DC 20036-5831
Telephone: (202) 694-5270

Fax: (202) 694-5677

E-mail: FANRP @ers.usda.gov ?V @

X
OO
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Application Overview

Process These guidelines are provided to assist you in preparing a proposal to the Competitive
Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program of the Food Assistance and Nutrition Research
Program. Please read these guidelines carefully before preparing your submission.

A checklist is provided at the beginning of this document to help you provide the necessary
information for completing a proposal. A budget form ARS-455 is required for the proposal,
and it may be obtained using the Internet or by requestingfa paper copy; contact information
is provided on page 9.

Submission Requirements

of the food assistance and nutrition res
the proposed project is important, pystigd

criteria listed on page 8. Therefofe
three Priority Research Areas (page s

osal pplicants are urgg
c pplicable gfhe name Ofghie submitting institution are included on

or Fundmg Coy€r Paggand at the top of each page. This will permit easy

giisure that the name of the Principal

) the event t e@fplication becomes disassembled during the review

t and Conten posals

nding Cover Page

al must contain an Application for Funding Cover Page. This is
plicant but must be the first page of the application. At least one copy of
ust contain pen-and-ink signatures as outlined below. In completing this
ude the following information:

Proposal. The title of the proposal must be brief (80-character maximum), yet
represent the major thrust of the project. Because this title will be used to provide infor-
mation to those who may not be familiar with the proposed project, highly technical
words or phraseology should be avoided where possible. In addition, phrases such as
“investigation of” or “research on” should not be used.

*  Program to Which You Are Applying. “FANRP”

*  Priority Research Area. Choose the Priority Research Area that is most appropriate to
the research being proposed (i.e., Strengthening Economic Incentives in Food Assistance
Programs; Food Assistance as a Safety Net; Food Choices, Diet Quality, Obesity, and
Health Outcomes). It is important that only one research area be selected. When the

10 USDA/ERS FANRP Competitive Grants & Cooperative Agreements Program, Fiscal Year 2005 @



appropriateness of the chosen research area may be in question, the final program area
assignment will be made by the FANRP staff. The Principal Investigator will be
informed of any changes in assigned research area.

*  Principal Investigator/Project Director. List the name of the proposing Principal Investi-
gator; there can be only one Principal Investigator or Project Director, who must sign
the Application for Funding Cover Page. If the proposal has one or more co-investiga-
tor(s), all must be listed (signatures of co-investigators are not required) on the Applica-
tion for Funding Cover Page. Co-investigators should be limited to those required for

major research collaboration; minor collaborators or d@nsultants are more appropriately
designated as collaborators (see page 13). Only the Prilacipal Investigator listed will

receive direct correspondence from FANRP.

*  Type of Institution. 1dentify the instituti rincipal Investigator (awards can
be to only one institution or individual); n i ion j# accepted: Hispanic-
Serving Institution, Land-Grant 19 i ities), Land-Grant

University 1862, Land-Grant Public University
or College (Non-Land Gran rative Extension Ser-
vice, State Agricultural Expe boratory, Other Federal
Research Laborato wned Business, Female-
Owned Business, Private Nonprofit, Individual,
Other (specify). Co ] ine$§ office if you have any question
regarding tH@proper i icati "

. ount. 8t the total @lount of funding requested from
t d@ef’Torm.

ti®telephone and fax numbers and the e-mail addresses
vestigator and co-investigators. In addition, please
ere a message can be left, if different from above.

stitutions or organizations, endorsed by the authorized organizational rep-
0 possesses the necessary authority to commit the applicant’s time and
ant resources. The Principal Investigator, who signed the Application for

g Cover Page, will be listed on the grant or cooperative agreement award docu-
in the event that an award is made. Proposals that do not contain the signature of
the authorized organizational representative cannot be considered for support.

Table of Contents

A Table of Contents, itself unpaginated, should be placed immediately after the Application
for Funding Cover Page. This table should direct the reader to the pages for all sections of
the proposal, beginning with the Project Description on page 1.

Project Summary

The proposal must contain a Project Summary, and must be assembled as the third page of
the proposal (immediately after the Table of Contents) and should not be numbered. The

@ USDA/ERS FANRP Competitive Grants & Cooperative Agreements Program, Fiscal Year 2005 11



Q field shou be described.

names and institutions of the Principal Investigator and all co-investigators should be listed
on the summary page (if space is insufficient, please use a separate sheet immediately fol-
lowing the Project Summary in the proposal). The Project Summary is limited to 250 words.
The summary is not intended for the general reader; consequently, it may contain technical
language comprehensible by persons in disciplines relating to the food and agricultural sci-
ences. The project summary should be a self-contained, specific description of the activity to
be undertaken and should focus on:

e Overall project goal(s) and supporting objectives; and
* Plans to accomplish project goal(s).

The importance of a concise, informative project su annot be overemphasized.

Project Description

and may not exceed a total of 20 pages
assembled so that the Project Desci

s, pagciu
g bottq

posals are to be submyj tandard 8%2” x 117 p3
1€ to
cptable i tht

least 1 inch, type size

or 10 characters@per inch, h is also a€g
i i ' re gflould be np page
] gimponents:

the long-term goal(s) and supporting objectives or
roject should be included. The most significant pub-
work in the fidlld undergfonsideration, including the work of key project personnel

he currengfpplicatiO ould be reviewed. The current status of research in this

*  RationaléQud SigiMficance. Concisely present the rationale behind the proposed

ch. Th&8objectives’ specific relationship to the potential long-term improvement in

of the USDA’s food assistance and nutrition programs should be shown

. These purposes are described under Priority Research Areas on page 2. Any
ideas or contributions that the proposed project offers should also be discussed in
S section.

*  Research Methods. The hypotheses or questions being asked and the methodology being
applied to the proposed project should be stated explicitly. Specifically, this section must
include:

* A description of the research proposed in the sequence in which it is to be
performed;

e Techniques to be used in carrying out the proposed project, including the feasibility
of the techniques;

12
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* Explanation of data collection methods, including interviewer training, sample
design and selection, and measures for obtaining adequate response rates (for
proposed projects that plan to collect survey data);

* Results expected;

* Means by which data will be analyzed or interpreted;

* Discussion of relevant variables and of model specification issues (for proposed
projects that plan to use multivariate analysis);

* Possible application of results;
e Pitfalls that may be encountered;
* Limitations to proposed procedures; and

* A tentative schedule or workplan for conducting flajor steps of study.

S <,

A

X
OO
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In describing the research plan, the applicant must explain fully any materials, procedures,
situations, or activities that may be hazardous to personnel (whether or not they are directly
related to a particular phase of the proposed project), along with an outline of precautions to
be taken to avoid or mitigate the effects of such hazards.

Note: The sections detailed below are not included in the page limitations for the Project
Description section.

Citations to Project Description

All references cited should be complete, including titles afid all co-authors, and should con-
form to an accepted journal format.

Collaborative Arrangements

If the nature of the proposed project requires

atigh or subcontractual arrangements

with other research scientists, corporati , or entities, the applicant

When a project request ead institution must be designat-
ed. Only one proposa nd*Only from the lead institution.
Other institutions may b i ; 3 Proposals with Application for

Funding Cover are not permitted and will be returned

without re

tutions a ot permitted and#will be returned without review.

ications

ion (for instance, expectation of co-authorships on ensuing publica-
ot funds are sought for their support, and for all subcontractors, the fol-

ulum Vitae (CV). The curriculum vitae should be limited to a presentation of aca-
¢ and research credentials, such as educational, employment, and professional his-
tory, honors, and awards. The vitae shall be no more than two pages each in length,
excluding publications listings; and

*  Publications List(s). A chronological list of all publications in refereed journals during
the past 5 years, including those in press, must be provided for each professional project
member for whom a curriculum vitae is provided. Also list only those non-refereed tech-
nical publications relevant to the proposed project. All authors should be listed in the
same order as they appear on each paper cited, along with the title and complete refer-
ences as these usually appear in journals.

14
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Budget (Form ARS-455)

A summary budget is required detailing requested support for the overall project period,
which is not to exceed 3 years. Funding levels accepted are between $100,000 and
$300,000, inclusive of indirect cost where applicable, for the duration of the project (not to
exceed 3 years).

Funds may be requested under any of the budget categories listed, provided that the item or
service requested is identified as necessary for successful conduct of the proposed project,

allowable under applicable Federal cost principles, and nof prohibited under any applicable
Federal statute or regulation. !

Budget items include:

¢ Salaries and wages
* Nonexpendable equipment
* Materials and supplies
* Domestic travel
¢ Publication costs/page charge

e Computer costs

¢ Other direct costs

e Indirect costs

¢ Cost sharing (igno iggfategory, may be reques ater tor cooperative agreements)

Salaries of facu embers¥and other pe
requested j 0 the efforighey willNgle

o will be working on the project may be
pte to the project.

btain a paper co r g electronic copy.

, the applicant must include with the application a copy

indirect cog#frate schedule that reports the applicant’s federally negotiated audited rate.

Support

this section of the proposal provides reviewers with an opportunity to
bution the proposed work will make to the investigators’ overall research

house support) to the Principal Investigator or co-investigators listed on the Application for
Funding Cover Page, whether or not salary support for the person(s) involved is included in
the budget. FANRP must be informed of changes in pending grant support that arise after
the proposal has been submitted. Nonflexible funds—including Principal Investigator and
support staff salaries, office space, and other indirect costs—may be excluded when these
funds are received through a noncompetitive process. Analogous information must be pro-
vided for any pending proposals, including this proposal, that are now being considered by,

Reminder: Applications must be mailed by May 23, 2005
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PP’OPOS&' or that will be submitted in the near future to, other possible sponsors, including other

Disposition USDA programs or agencies. Note that this proposal must be listed as Pending. In addition
to completing the information, Investigators also should include a brief statement of
research objectives or project summaries for all projects listed in Current and Pending Sup-
port. Concurrent submission of identical or similar proposals to other possible sponsors will
not prejudice proposal review or evaluation by the Program Manager or experts engaged by
the Program Manager for this purpose. However, a proposal that duplicates or overlaps sub-
stantially with a proposal already reviewed and funded (ofithat will be funded) by FANRP
will not be funded under this program.

S <&

X
OO
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Duration of Please include the following information under the heading “Current and Pending Support™:
Awards

* Record information for active and pending projects in separate sections by name, sup-
porting agency, total funding amount, effective and expiration dates, percentage of time
committed, and title of project.

e All current research to which the Principal Investigator, co-investigators, and other
senior personnel have committed a portion of their tige must be listed, whether or not
salary for the person involved is included in the budgéts of the various projects.

Additions to Project Description

withqut the need to refer to additional
) are allowed if they are

Each project description is expected to be ¢
materials. However, additions to the Project

title of the proposal, and be securely
ill not collate applicant proposals or

toa

not be append, oposal to circumvent page limitations prescribed

escription. Extra materials will not be used during the review process.

e checlllist on the inside front cover of this announcement.

To ensure prompt receipt of submitted proposals, use First Class or Express mail, or a couri-
er service. To be considered for funding this fiscal year, proposals (an original and 12
copies) must be transmitted by May 23, 2005 (as indicated by postmark or date on courier
bill of lading). Late proposals will not be considered. Electronic or fax submissions will not
be accepted.

Address for Submitting Proposals:
Economic Research Service, USDA
FANRP Business Office
1800 M Street, NW, Room N2129
Washington, DC 20036-5831
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Post-Award
Administra-
tion

FANRP will select those proposals that will be offered an award based upon peer review,
research priorities, and the availability of funding.

FANRP reserves the right to negotiate with the Principal Investigator or project director

and/or with the submitting organization or institution regarding project revisions (for exam-
ple, reductions in the scope of work), funding level, or pegiod or method of support prior to
recommending any project for funding.

A proposal may be withdrawn by the Principal Investigator @any time before a final fund-
ing decision is made regarding the proposal; hd@ever, withdrawn proposals normally will

not be returned. One copy of each proposal tht is cted for funding (including those
that are withdrawn) will be retained by a period of (1) year. The remaining

A

copies will be destroyed.
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The total period for which a grant or cooperative agreement is awarded may not exceed
3 years.

Management Information

Once a grant or cooperative agreement has been reviewed and recommended for funding,
specific management and organizational information relating to the applicant shall be
requested on a one-time basis prior to the award. Copies of forms needed in fulfilling the
requirements will be provided by the FANRP office.

Notice of Award

A competitive grant or cooperative agreement awar: nt, containing the budget, terms
and conditions of the award, and other necessary information®will be prepared and forward-
ed to each grantee or cooperator, along with i mpetitive Grant or Cooperative

Agreement Award, by the Administrative and t Division, ARS, USDA.

Financial Obligations

For any competitive grant or cod preement aw mum financial oblig-

et. However, in the event an erro-
¢ approved budget, or any support-

e the correction and to make an

o align with the authorized amount.

ble action on any application received in response
y project at a particular level. Further, neither the

approved appl
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Awardees will be required to ensure that all funds are expended in accordance with the
terms and conditions of grant or cooperative agreement award, Departmental regulations,
and the applicable Federal cost principles in effect on the date of the award. Responsibility
for the use and expenditure of grant or cooperative agreement funds may not be transferred
or delegated in whole or in part to another party (even if a grantee or cooperator enters into
a contractual relationship with that party), unless the grant or cooperative agreement itself is
transferred in whole or in part to another party by ERS.

Authorization to make changes in approved project plans, budget, period of support, etc.,

will be governed largely by the terms and conditions of tHg competitive grant award or

cooperative agreement. Among other things, these te conditions will set forth the

kinds of post-award changes that may be made by the awar@ge and the kinds of changes that
are reserved to the FANRP Office. It is urged tigat all key project personnel and authorized
organizational representatives read them car&lly?

Release of Information

nefp proposals ig’conti@encegnd will protect the
. WheWa proposal results in a
ublic record and is avail-

ghn authorized inf@fmatign (and Tee schedule relating to the handling of this
to obtain inform egarding procedures related to release of grantor

uld be directed to the Freedom of Information Act
alion Staff, 5601 Sunnyside Ave., Bldg. 1, Rm. 2248, Mail
128; telephone (301) 504-1640.
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