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Soybean is a major U.S. crop, with 86 million acres under cultivation in 2021. It is a 
key source of livestock feed and is a significant export crop. Over the past two 
decades, U.S. soybean acreage and yields increased substantially and production 
practices changed. This report describes the technological and structural changes in 
U.S. soybean production. It also examines changes in costs and returns of soybean 
production, net returns, productivity, and economies of size. 
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