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Subject of
Review:

Rotational grazing is a livestock management practice that is often promoted for conservation benefits
by the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). Between 2005 and 2018, NRCS
obligated $278 million (in 2018 $) in financial assistance for the prescribed grazing practice, which
often involves rotational grazing, on contracts in the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP). NRCS provides additional assistance to adopt rotational grazing through other conservation
programs, such as the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and the technical assistance program.
There is very limited information about overall adoption of rotational grazing among livestock
producers, especially regarding the details of grazing system management. To address this information
gap, the 2018 Cattle and Calves Costs and Returns Report, Agricultural Resource Management Survey
(ARMS) included questions on how operations implement rotational grazing practices. About 40
percent of cattle and calf operations use rotational grazing. Also, the highest adoption rates for
rotational grazing are in the Northern Plains and Western Corn Belt. Rotational grazing becomes less
common as we move south and east. On average, basic rotational grazing operations, graze their cattle
on average more than 2 weeks per paddock, have slightly larger herds, more pastureland. There is a
great deal of variation in management practices among adopters. Most rotational grazing systems are
relatively simple, involving a small number of paddocks and a limited number of rotations over the
course of the grazing season. Only 16 percent of rotational grazing operations using an intensive
system, operations who graze cattle for less than 2 week per paddock per rotation, involving many
small paddocks and frequent rotation.
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, transparent
explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to
the intended audience.
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