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Subject of Review: 

 
Land uses and land-use changes have important economic and 
environmental implications. ERS’s Major Land Uses (MLU) series is 
the only inventory of all major uses of public and private land in all 50 
States. Since 1945, these estimates have been published at roughly 5-
year intervals, coinciding with the Census of Agriculture. This study 
presents the results of the latest inventory (2017) of U.S. major land 
uses and examines national and regional trends in land use over time. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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