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Kelly Maguire, kelly.b.maguire@usda.gov 

 
Subject of Review: 

 
There have been numerous studies on the accuracy of USDA 
projections, some of which look at USDA’s short-term projections, 
while focus on longer term baseline projections. Some of the more 
recent studies evaluating the Agricultural Baseline’s 10-year 
projections for U.S. harvested area shows that wheat area harvested is 
frequently overestimated while soybean area is consistently 
underestimated while also finding that a time-series forecast improved 
upon baseline projections beyond the first three year-time horizon. 
Given the findings from prior research, significant potential for 
improvement in the USDA Agricultural Baseline’s projections for area 
harvested and area planted. 

 
Purpose of Review: 

 
The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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