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This report examines competitiveness in corn and soybean markets using detailed
data on production and marketing costs for Argentina, Brazil, and the United States
during 2010/11 when together, these three countries represented 88 percent of world
soybean exports and 80 percent of corn exports. The long term stability of export
markets can have significant impacts on commodity prices for countries that export a
large share of their production. The stability of export markets depends on many
factors including government policies, exchange rates, transportation costs, and
changes in weather or financial conditions. The information presented in this reports
allows one to make inferences about how the export competitiveness of each country
and crop could be affected by changes to the variables that affect production and
marketing costs: land, fertilizer, seed, fuel, and chemicals, among others. This
information also sheds light on how a country’s infrastructure, shipping, and policy
approaches impact its export competitiveness.
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