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India is a rapidly growing developing country, but at the same time, has a larger foodinsecure population than all of sub-Saharan Africa. Given the prevalence of chronic
malnutrition, the country is engaged in a prolonged debate about increasing
expenditure on its food aid program, called the Public Distribution System (PDS).
The PDS primarily sells rice, wheat, sugar, and kerosene to poor households at highly
subsidized rates, where individual state governments are responsible for the actual
distribution of these commodities. Although the government already spends nearly
one percent of GDP on the PDS, recent expansion proposals suggest this figure could
increase to nearly three percent of GDP. This report investigates the effect the post2004 reforms had on food security and also the role the reforms played in the
turnaround of the PDS, the report further investigates the changes in food
consumption in Chhattisgarh during the reform period.
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