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More than fifteen years after their commercial introduction in the United States,
genetically engineered (GE) seeds have been widely accepted by U.S. farmers
because of their benefits--higher crop yields, lower pesticide costs, and/or time
savings for farmers. Nonetheless, the rapid adoption of GE seeds has raised concerns
about environmental and human health consequences. This report considers the three
major stakeholders: GE seed suppliers and biotech firms; farmers; and consumers. To
examine biotech seed firms, we use information from the literature and analyze
USDA data on field testing approvals for new GE varieties. To study farmers, we
draw on ERS studies of USDA farm surveys. To understand consumers’ perspectives,
we summarize surveys of consumers’ attitudes from the literature.
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