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Subject of Review: 

 
The rural population is growing again, with growth rates of half a 
percent per year from 2020 to 2022. This growth resulted from 
domestic migration from metro to nonmetro areas during the COVID-
19 pandemic years, overcoming declines in the natural rate of 
population growth. Over the fifteen years from 2007 to 2021, rural 
poverty declined in 86 percent of all nonmetro counties. Further, in 
2021, 9.7 percent fewer nonmetro counties experienced persistent 
poverty over time compared to a decade earlier. More than half of 
extremely low-income nonmetro renter households experienced 
housing insecurity. This issue was particularly acute for American 
Indian or Alaska Native or Hispanic households. The report also finds 
that rural employment and employment annual growth rates nearly 
returned to those seen in the years prior to the pandemic. Finally, 
focusing on an emerging employment area of interest, one percent of 
nonmetropolitan workers hold clean energy jobs. 

 
Purpose of Review: 

 
The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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