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Subject of Review: 

 
The rural population is gradually becoming more educated. For the 
period of 2019-2023, 32 percent of the nonmetropolitan population 25 
years and older held either associate, bachelor’s or advanced degrees. 
Compared to estimates for 2009-2013, the share with associate degrees 
grew 23.6 percent, bachelor’s 21.7 percent growth, and advanced 
degrees 27.7 percent growth. This growth coincided with a 
reallocation of workers in the nonmetro economy away from goods 
producing industries that hire fewer college educated workers in favor 
of nonmetro services producing industries with higher shares of 
workers with associate and bachelor’s degrees. Though enrollment in 
nonmetropolitan post-secondary educational institutions declined 16.3 
percent from 2011 to 2023, due to a decrease in drop-out rates and 
faster degree completion, the number of bachelor’s degrees awarded 
increased 5.6 percent, and the number of associate degrees awarded 
remained relatively constant. Land-grant institutions (metro and 
nonmetro) however bucked the declining enrollment trend, where 
undergraduate enrollment increased by 10.9 percent. The number of 
bachelor’s degrees awarded at land-grant universities grew 23.1 
percent. The two most common bachelor’s degree majors are for 
business and health professions; however, the largest growth has been 
for computers, increasing 150 percent from 2011 to 2023. Most 
agriculture degrees awarded are in animal science, plant science, and 
agricultural business and management. Finally, most graduates from 
land grant universities with a major in agriculture take jobs in 
professional services industries, followed by agriculture, wholesale 
and manufacturing. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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