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Subject of Review:  preyented planting occurs when a farmer is unable to plant an intended

crop, such as corn, due to reasons outside of the farmer’s control, such
as flooding. When this occurs, the farmer is left with the options of
planting a different crop or leaving the land idle. The prevented
planting of agricultural commodities can have implications for the
accuracy of agricultural market projections and farm incomes.
Moreover, payments for prevented planting are an important
component of the U.S. crop insurance program, the primary source of
farm support at the Federal level. This report provides background on
the prevented planting component of the U.S. crop insurance program
and examines temporal and spatial patterns in U.S. prevented planting
acres. Patterns in U.S. prevented planting are presented for multiple
crops and at the national, State, and County levels for several time
periods. Special consideration is given to corn, soybeans, and wheat
due to the shares of prevented planting acres attributable to these
crops. Special consideration is also given to the Mississippi Portal
region due to recent occurrences of prevented planting in that region.
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