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Farm to school (F2S) programs bridge the gap between local food 
producers and educational institutions and strive to promote nutrition 
for students, community engagement, and economic opportunities for 
farmers. Participating schools spent $1.8 billion on local foods during 
the 2022-23 school year, making F2S one of the most prominent local 
foods programs in the U.S. Using data from the most recent F2S 
covering the 2022-23 school year, this report provides an overview of 
sources, funding, and mechanisms for districts purchasing local foods 
and uses a logistic regression model to examine the factors associated 
with districts sourcing local foods directly from individual food 
producers and from direct marketing channels, more broadly. We find 
rural districts were more likely to procure local foods from direct 
sources than urban and suburban districts. Further, districts with higher 
levels of F2S engagement were more likely to purchase local foods 
directly from individual producers and other direct marketing 
channels. Higher shares of direct-to-consumer producers and higher 
densities of farmers’ markets, meat processing facilities, and 
refrigerated warehouses in a district’s state were associated with a 
higher likelihood of purchasing directly from individual producers and 
direct marketing channels. 
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