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Subject of Review: 

 
The dynamic nature of the SNAP caseload can make it challenging to 
fully capture the diverse array of households that access the program. 
Households that rely on SNAP for longer periods of time are more 
likely to be part of a sample of participating households at a given 
point in time. Households that experience shorter spells of SNAP 
participation may not appear at that given point in time but can be 
captured more readily in a panel of data that covers a longer period. 
Observing all SNAP households and all SNAP spells over a 10-year 
period allows us to document a wider range of participation patterns 
than would be observed in cross-sectional data or even in a shorter 
panel. 
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