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The production of goods and services throughout an economy requires 
the use of materials and resources and interactions with other 
economic sectors. Linking natural resources to economic activity is 
difficult because of the varying dimensions in the different datasets, 
such as geography, activity scale, or time. This work builds upon 
previous research at ERS that either focused on several resources in 
one time period or one resource over several time periods. In this 
technical bulletin, we document how we build out a resources module 
and present a flexible accounting structure to measure resource use 
throughout the economy. We focus on both natural (energy, 
freshwater) and human resources (labor), but the coverage could be 
expanded to other materials and resources following a similar 
methodology. These data are informative on their own, but also 
provide opportunities for macroeconomic modeling. 
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