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Subject of Review: 

 
Public investments in agricultural research and development (R&D) 
have been a major driver of long-term productivity growth in U.S. 
agriculture and have generated significant economic returns. In 2021, 
total federal, state, and nongovernment spending on public agricultural 
R&D was $5.0 billion, with more than two-thirds coming from the 
Federal Government. When adjusted for inflation, spending in 2021 
was 36 percent less than its peak of $7.7 billion in 2002 (in 2021 
dollars). The USDA’s National Institute for Food and Agriculture 
(NIFA) is the primary source for Federal extramural grants for 
agricultural research by state land grant universities and cooperating 
institutions; NIFA research grants have moved toward greater use of 
competitive grants with away from capacity (formula) funding to 
states. By 2024, NIFA funding for research, education, and extension 
that target minority-serving land-grant institutions has risen to nearly 
15 percent of NIFA’s total budget authority. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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