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Kelly Maguire, kelly.b.maguire@usda.gov 

 
Subject of Review: 

 
USDA’s conservation programs help agricultural producers improve 
soil health, water and air quality, wildlife habitat, and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Funding has increased from $4.1 billion in 
FY2002 (inflation adjusted to 2023 value) to an estimated $5.7 billion 
in FY2024, with three programs (Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program, Conservation Stewardship Program, and Conservation 
Reserve Program) accounting for approximately 90% of expenditures. 
The 2022 Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) allocated over $19 billion in 
supplemental conservation program funding to be spent from 2023-
2031. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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