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Subject of Review: 

 
Relative to its other economic sectors, the agricultural sector of Puerto Rico—a U.S. 
territory—is comparatively small, making up only a fraction of 1 percent of the 
island’s gross domestic product (GDP) in 2020. In the past, Puerto Rico’s 
agricultural industry had more economic significance, surpassing 40 percent of the 
island’s GDP in the mid-1930s. A limited amount of Puerto Rico’s agricultural 
production is exported, with the European Union (EU) and Canada receiving the 
most exports. Since the early 2000s, the agricultural sector has received boosts from 
policy initiatives to decrease the island’s reliance on food imports. Even with 
incentives to increase production, agriculture generally provides a small share of 
farm household income, and few Puerto Rican households are fully reliant on 
farming. In September 2017, Hurricanes Irma and Maria caused major disruptions, 
destroying Puerto Rico’s agricultural harvest and infrastructure, with long-lasting 
effects on the makeup of its agricultural sector. This study examines the resulting 
changes in Puerto Rico’s agricultural sector between 2012 and 2018, based on 
statistics collected under the 2017 Census of Agriculture, Puerto Rico (2018). 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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