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exico is the vorld’s lagest aocado

producer and second-tEst
exporter, accounting ér ebout 67 pecent
of global poduction and 24 peent of
world trade in 1995/96. Méco currently
exports @out 7 pecent of total poduc
tion, mainly to Euopg Canadaand
Japan.The US. is the second-lgest
producer of gocados (bBout 15 perent
of world production) and the sixth-
largest exporter (5 pecent of global
trade).The US. exports éout 5 to 7 per
cent of poduction,with the EU Japan,
and Canada the most impemt makets.

Mexican per cpita consumption is
about 7 kilggrams per peson,compaed
with U.S. consumption of less than 1
kilogram. US. per c@ita consumption
more than douled between the edy
19705 and the e&y 19805, but has
remained dirly constant since then.
California has I far the highest per
cgpita asocado consumption in the. 8,
for two piincipal reasonsit is the main
region of U.S. production and it has a
large Hispanic populion with an estia
lished peference ér asocados.

The 19 natheasten stdes where
Mexican avocados will be penitted
under the ecentAPHIS nling ae esti
maed to consume 10,000-15,000 tons
of fresh &ocados anmally and account
for eout 8 pecent of domestic use
Avocados a used gmaiily in fresh
saladsas toppings on soupand as the
main ingedient in guacamolévo-
cados a fich in potassium and vitamin
A and free of tolesteol, but relaively
high in fat and caloies.

In both counties, production is high}
concentated in one st& and on one
valiety. Mexico produces maiyl the
Hass wariety, with over 85 pecent
grown in the stge of Michoacan near
Mexico City. In the US. over 90 pecent
of all avocado tees ae in Calibmia,
with roughly half of U.S. production
located in San Digo County California
produces mosyl the Hass ariety, which
has a pkbly, dak green skin. Most of
the emaining US. output is fom
Florida, mainly a variety of West Indian
origin with a smoothlighter green skin.

Hawaii also gows a small amount of
avocados.

Avocado poduction equires a gea
deal of vater. In San Digo County avo-
cado poduction elies on high-cost ii-
gation. In Michoacanwhere only about
half the ochards hae irrigation sys
tems,abundant ainfall gives Mecican
produces an adlantaye in laver water
costs.

At a ndional level, Mexican yields a&
typically 7 to 9 metic tons per hectay
although a miare orchad with 8-year
old trees gneally averages 15 tons per
hectae. California yields ae slightly
lower & about 5 metic tons per hectar

Production of @aocados canldictuae a
gred deal flom one ar to the nd, due
to the cop’s sensittity to cold leading
to wide \aiiations in pice and in con
sumption lgels. Somewcados alsom
through a beang cycle tha varies the
production wer seeral yeass. Calibria
is cgable of producing substantialol-
umes of mocados garround although
the peak season is usyditom March
to August,with the lovest levels from
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September to DecembeFlorida mar
kets dout 90 perent of its harest
betweenAugust and Decemher

In Michoacanthe pimary hawvest sea
son is October todbruary, although
production is yarround Therefore,
there is some complemeniiyrin the
Mexican and US. production gcles,
although Meico could pose e com
petition duimg Jarualy and Februaty,
when Calibrnia has been ndgrthe sole
supplier

Mexico’s aszocado gowers hae been
looking forward to the oppdunity to
export to the US. for several yeas. In
fact,a rumber of ne trees vas planted
with this goal in mind in the e 1980%
and edly 19905, and these arnav
stating to bear fuit. Producer oganiza
tion has undgone a saes of hanges,
with the MichoacarAvocado Commis-
sion nav the pincipal wice for grow-
ers. In an fort to improve eport pro-
motion,the Meican industy is repont-
edly working with the Midhoacan stz
govemment and theeideal govemment
to develop standats for product quality
and ldeling Reportedly about 15
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growers in Michoacan my eventualy
be @le to ship &ocados to the 1$., but
only 2 or 3 mg be dle to tale adian
tage of the opening initiag)h Michoacan
growers estimge tha 13,000 hectas in
four municipalities in the sta, cagpeble
of exporting 80,000 tonsgould be
approved ty APHIS to export avocados
to the US.

Poor weaher in Meico reduced the
1996/97 cop by approximately 20 per
cent,to 635,000 tons. Hew rainfall,
hailstoms,and cool tempetures in
Michoacan dung the fowering season
caused fuit to fall eaty, and educed
both yields per #e and sie of the fuit.
For the 1997/98 season—thest for
which the ecentAPHIS wling will
apply—Mexican gowers interviewed by
USDA's ForeignAgricultural Sevice
expect output to bounce HaB80 pecent
as higher yields ofteroflow a lov-yield
year

The CalibmiaAvocado Commissios’
March estimae for 1996/97 stz output
was thathe aocado cop would be up 3
percent.Total California shipments &m
November 1996 to M&h 1,1997 were
up 12 pecent flom the pevious year
with prices dovn 3 pecent. for the
Hass waiiety, shipments wre up 10 per
cent and geces davn 5 pecent.The frst
official USDA production estimte for
1996/97 will be eleased inuy.

As with other seasonalaps,prices Pr
Mexican arocados dop duing the peak
hawvest season—N@mber to Ebrualy.
However, these pices eflect the whole
crop as maeeted in M&ico City’s main
wholesale maet. Expot-quality fruit
commands a higher ipe for its gppear
ance and the special handlirepuired
Mexican pices emain lav duting
March andApril as the cop contirues to
be maketed Mexican a/ocado poduc
ers hare a gea deal of fexibility in
timing of hawest becausevacados can
be stoed on the &g often for several
weeks or monthd\vo-cados ipen once
they have been piked softening within
3 to 4 dgs for fruit picked lae in the
season and 3 to 4esks br fruit picked
ealy in the season.
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U.S. Processed Avocado Imports from Mexico

Have Grown Rapidly in the 1990's
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Mexico’s Competitveness
In the U.S.

Under the n& APHIS mles,Mexico
and Chile will fnd themseles in diect
competition in the LS. maket duing
November and Decembérhe US.
imported 25,000 tons of ésh &ocados
worth $23 million fom all souces dur
ing calendar 1996Gbout 15 perent of
domestic demand

In the pastdw years, Chile has been
suppying aout two-thirds of US. avo-
cado impots, mainly during September
DecemberDuring the 199, Chile
exported an serage 13,000 tons of ésh
avocados to the 1$., with 40 pecent
enteing duiing November and Decem-
ber Chilean s&ocados déce a US. taiiff
of 12.9 cents per kiram,as opposed
to the 7.9 cents/kg tiéf for Mexico, and
Mexico’s taiff will be phased outyo
2003 under RFTA.

Some Mgican fresh aocados hee
alread/ been enténg the US. in recent
yeais, coming ly truck through Laedo,
Texas. Havever, these wocado impats,
which readed nedy 1,800 tons in
1996,have been boundybtruck for

Alaska (where impots from Mexico
have been penitted since 1993) orof
Canadapr headed to L$. potts for
other e-eport destingions.

In the last éw yeass, while the patial
lifting of the ban on fesh &ocados \as
being deeloped Mexican porters
have relied on pe-export processing to
maurket their aocado poducts in the
U.S. Processedwacado poducts
include arocado pulpavocado paste
and guacamole in consuragad/ pack-
aging. Avocado pulp comes in tuberf
use in estauants anddod pocessing

Impotts of pocessed\acados fom
Mexico hare grown stiongly in the last
few yeas. The US’s plytosanitay ban
does not pply to processedacadosas
the husk and lge seed hz been
removed In fact,the \alue of pocessed
avocado impats from Mexico is nav
equivalent to US. fresh &ocado impots
from all souces. Pocessed\acados
face a 1997 tdf of 7.9 cents per kg
which will be elimindged by 2003.
About 3 pecent of M&ico’'s avocado
crop goes to pocessing outlets.
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