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Subject of Review: 

 
The Circana (formerly, IRI) Consumer Network panel is an important 
proprietary data asset for understanding food prices, food demand, the 
food environment, consumer shopping behavior and the relationships 
between them. This data asset is particularly important for food, 
nutrition, and health research, as it’s a-synchronous panel structure, 
detail of purchase information, short data production schedule, and the 
duration of collection give it some advantages over other sources of 
data on food purchases and health. An aspect of the collection that is 
particularly valuable is the inclusion of two indicators of household 
SNAP participation: one captures point-in-time participation; the other 
captures utilization. This report examines the quality of those 
indicators for the years 2018-2020 and assesses the prospects of using 
them in diet, health, and nutrition research. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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