
Peer Review Plan (test) 
 

 
Preliminary Title: Cover Crop Trends, Programs, and Practices in U.S. 

Type of Report 
(ERR, EIB, EB, 
TB, SOR,) 

EIB 
 

   [X] Influential Scientific Information 
Agency: Economic Research Service 

USDA 
[   ] Highly Influential Scientific Assessment 

 
Agency Contact: 

 
Kelly B. Maguire  <kelly.b.maguire@usda.gov>  
 

Subject of Review:  Cover crops are one of many conservation practices that farmers can use to build soil 
health. Growing a cover crop can increase soil organic matter and reduce erosion, 
which can have benefits both on and off the farm, such as improving soil water holding 
capacity, and reducing runoff of sediments and nutrients into waterways. This report 
combines farm data from the Agricultural Census and field data from the Agricultural 
Resource Management Survey (ARMS) to provide the first nationally representative 
summary of cover crop adoption and management in U.S field crops. 
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