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Subject of Review:  Protecting Geographic Indicators has been a recent priority in many of the trade agreements negotiated 
by the European Union.  These treaties restrict anywhere from 30 to 800 geographic terms to be used 
solely by producers in that geographic area. Some of these terms which denote geography in the EU 
have been used in other countries as generic terms describing a type or style of a particular good.  
Restricting these terms to certain EU producers may cause trade disputes, as domestic producers in the 
country forming the agreement or third country foreign producers, both using the protected term as a 
generic, may compete in the market with the protected EU producers.  With large numbers of terms 
included within each agreement, we want to consider whether protecting these geographic terms legally 
will have significant impacts on domestic and third country producers.   
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