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Subject of Review:  Foodborne illness linked to contaminated produce is a public health concern. The Food Safety 
Modernization Act (FSMA), signed into law in 2011, is the most recent step in efforts to reduce the risk 
of microbial contamination that can cause human illness. While the law includes many provisions, the 
“Standards for Growing, Harvesting, Packing, and Holding of Produce for Human Consumption,” 
commonly known as the Produce Rule (PR), is the most important for farm-level produce operations. 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) released the PR in 2015, which went into effect in 
January 2017 with phased-in implementation beginning in January 2018 (U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, 2015a). This report focuses on the role of retailers in the development and 
implementation of food safety programs across the supply chain. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, transparent explanation 
of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to the intended audience. 
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