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Subject of Review:  The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) of the National School Lunch Program allows 
schools and districts to provide USDA school meals at no charge to all students in high-
poverty schools. School reimbursement is simplified by making use of already-collected 
administrative data, such as participation in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(formerly food stamps) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), rather than 
collecting school meal applications. Schools and districts with at least 40% directly certified 
students (also known as the Identified Student Percentage (ISP)) are eligible to participate in 
the CEP. This report examines the characteristics of districts that have chosen to participate 
in the CEP and the characteristics driving participation nationwide using administrative data 
from USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service, the National Center for Education Statistics, and 
state education agencies.  
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explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to 
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