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Subject of Review:  Every summer, a large hypoxic zone forms in the Gulf of Mexico. This 
zone, where dissolved oxygen is too low for many aquatic species to 
survive, is fueled by nutrient (nitrogen and phosphorus) runoff from the 
Mississippi/Atchafalaya River Basin (MARB), most of which comes 
from agriculture.  This study uses the Regional Environment and 
Agriculture Programming (REAP) model and data from the USDA 
Conservation Effects Assessment Project to assess the most efficient 
way of reducing agricultural nutrient loads to the Gulf through the 
adoption of nutrient reducing management practices, adoption of off-
field practices for intercepting nutrients, and changes in crop 
management.   
 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience. 
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