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Subject of Review:  While the obesity rate among children in the US has reached an unprecedented level, not all 
children face the same risk. Using the 2012 USDA National Household Food Acquisition 
and Purchase Survey (FoodAPS), this report investigates how households with at least one 
obese child (hereafter, obese households) differ from those without any obese children 
(hereafter, non-obese households). Children from obese households live in a more 
disadvantageous environment. They are more likely to live with a single parent, have parents 
with lower education, and live in more financially constrained households. Somewhat 
surprisingly, even though these children live in areas with a high density of retail food stores 
and restaurants, their families are no more likely to eat out. Finally, the overall nutritional 
quality of food households purchased does not differ much across the household types. 
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