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 [X] Influential Scientific Information 
Agency: Economic Research Service 

USDA 
[   ] Highly Influential Scientific Assessment 

Agency Contact: Ephraim Leibtag, eleibtag@ers.usda.gov 

Subject of Review:  The Loss-Adjusted Food Availability (LAFA) data and the Federal dietary intake 
surveys supply key data for monitoring Americans’ food and nutrient consumption.  
The LAFA data are for the nation as a whole but are not disaggregated by food.  The 
dietary intake surveys give detailed data on food by food source.  ERS researchers use 
dietary intake data to disaggregate the LAFA data for 1994-98 and 2003-08 by food 
source at the national level and under several consumer’s demographics. This report 
will estimate the share of at-home foods overall and by food category to compare to 
other ERS data indicating that the at-home market accounts for 59 percent of food 
expenditure and 68 percent of caloric intake.   

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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