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Subject of Review:  The Green Revolution in India was an agricultural strategy to achieve grain self-
sufficiency following severe droughts in 1965/66 and 1966/67. The Indian 
government restructured its agricultural research and extension services to facilitate 
rapid farmer adoption of high-yielding, semi-dwarf wheat and rice varieties 
developed by international agricultural research systems.  It concurrently invested 
heavily in market, irrigation, and transportation infrastructure and in price supports to 
intensify grain production, particularly in the Indian North.  The success of these 
strategies continue to shape Indian agricultural policy as evidenced by the endurance 
of heavily regionalized and commodity-specific input subsidies, output price 
supports, and government procurement programs. This report revisits India’s 
agricultural performance in a post-Green Revolution time frame, capturing its recent 
agricultural diversification to higher valued outputs.  Specifically, the report examines 
the Total Factor Productivity-growth impact of public investments in national and 
international agricultural research; of water, in the form of rainfall and irrigation; of 
national price policy; and of public investments in transportation infrastructure and 
human capital.  Estimates of the returns on public national agricultural research 
investments are calculated. 
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