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Farmers use antibiotics to treat and prevent animal diseases and increase the
productivity of animals and operations. However, there is concern that antibiotic use
in livestock will contribute to antimicrobial resistant pathogens, with repercussions
for human and animal health, increasing pressure to limit sub-therapeutic antibiotic
(STA) use. This report addresses the following questions: How does the current
structure of the livestock industry interact with use and restrictions on STAs? How
widely are sub-therapeutic antibiotics used in the livestock industries? How does the
provision of STAs affect production and costs at the animal and farm levels? How
do those impacts affect production and prices in markets?

The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
communication to the intended audience.
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