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Subject of Review: In 2010 a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) was established for the Chesapeake 
Bay, placing limits on the discharges of nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment to reverse 
the decline in the quality of water and associated biological resources.  Agriculture is 
the largest single source of nutrients in the watershed.  We use data on crop and 
animal agriculture in the watershed to assess the relative effectiveness of alternative 
policy approaches for achieving the nutrient reduction goals of the TMDL for 
agriculture, ranging from voluntary financial incentives to command-and-control 
regulations. 
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communication to the intended audience.  
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