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Subject of Review: A decade of higher energy prices and the expectation that high prices will persist has 
encouraged policy makers to promote domestic energy production from renewable 
and clean sources. Three emerging energy industries in the U.S. are unconventional 
natural gas, wind, and corn-based ethanol. From 2000 to 2010, all three energy 
industries more than doubled their output, with most of the growth occurring in rural 
areas with abundant land for drilling pads, wind turbines, and corn fields. Aside from 
environmental benefits and less dependence on foreign energy, proponents highlight 
the economic opportunities created by the emerging industries, and studies projecting 
the contributions to local and regional economies abound. This report provides one of 
the first assessments of their developmental impacts based on actual data. 
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