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Subject of Review: Nearly 300,000 U.S. farms operate on 10 acres or less. The USDA has a broad 
definition of a farm, and most small acreage farms do not generate enough sales to 
support a farm household. Indeed, in any given year, most small acreage farms 
generate very little, if any, farm production. However, 50,000 small acreage farms 
reported sales of at least $10,000 in 2007, and 3,600 reported sales exceeding 
$500,000 in sales. This report examines small acreage farms using the 2007 U.S. 
Agricultural Census, with a special focus on small acreage operations reporting 
$10,000 or more in gross farm sales revenue.  We examine production strategies, 
types of commodities produced, sales, household income, and financial performance 
characteristics to determine which small acreage farms are best positioned to operate 
commercially.  
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