
Peer Review Plan 
 

Preliminary Title:   U.S. Hog Production:  Continuing Trends in Productivity Growth from 1992 to 2015 
Type of Report 
(ERR, EIB, EB) 

ERR 

   [X] Influential Scientific Information 
Agency: Economic Research Service 

USDA 
[   ] Highly Influential Scientific Assessment 

 
Agency Contact: 

 
Kelly Maguire, kelly.b.maguire@usda.gov 

 
Subject of Review: 

 
Since the early 1990s, hog producers have adjusted the size, organizational structure, 
and specialization of their operations. The slowdown in the rapid productivity 
growth of the 1990s that began in 2004 continues through 2015. Recent sector 
changes result from specialized hog operations that focus on one stage of production, 
such as farrowing or finishing. Antibiotic use in livestock feed, including that used 
for growth promotion, raises concerns about maintaining the efficacy of medically 
important antibiotics. This report builds on previous work by examining the U.S. hog 
sector over the 1992 to 2015 period, including changes in the use of contracts, 
characteristics of producers who use contracts, farm specialization, labor use, 
regional differences, and financial performance. 
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